Measurement of lower limb alignment using long radiographs.
Long radiographs are used to measure lower limb axial alignment, to assess the progression of deformity, and to plan corrective surgery. The purpose of this study was to test the belief that jigs are necessary in order to control limb position for radiography. Above-knee amputated limbs were fixed in different positions of rotation and of knee flexion and radiographed to study the effect on the apparent alignment of the limb. If the limb was rotated no more than 10 degrees from the neutral the effect on apparent axial alignment was minimal and radiographic measurement was reliable. This suggests that standardised positioning jigs are not needed in routine clinical practice.